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Editorial 


EUROPE INTO ACTION 


This month, for the first time, anti-racists and anti-fascists across the breadth of 
Europe will come together in a day of action against both racism and fascism. 
In Britain, the occasion will be marked by a national demonstration in London, 
and a major musical event, which for many, will stir memories of the huge 
contribution which Rock Against Racism made to the battle against the NF here 
over a decade ago. 

For this giant step forward for the movement throughout Europe we must be 
grateful to our Swedish friends who conceived it. Their call to action was an 
appeal which Searchlight was only too delighted to take up and publicise. 

This issue of Searchlight contains many of the details of the wide range of 
local and national events being planned here as the British anti-racist movement’s 
contribution to ensuring that the day is the huge success it deserves to be. There 
will be a touch of solemnity about the proceedings as the national march, on 
April 23rd, will also take place on the ninth anniversary of the death of Blair 
Peach, who died at the hands of SPG officers while protesting against an NF 
meeting in Southall in 1979. And this year, we should also use the occasion to 
remember another martyr to the cause of anti-racism — Kevin Gately who died 
also at the hands of the police, while demonstrating at Red Lion Square against 
the National Front meeting which took place at Conway Hall in 1974. 

The Day of Action is particularly timely, as evidence emerges that the far 
right in Europe is itself attempting to forge links which go beyond national 
boundaries. Only last month, the British National Party were trying to hold a 
meeting in Leicester at which the guest of honour was to be Werner van Steen, 
leader of the Belgian VMO who recently won an internal power struggle for 
control of the party, and plans to change its name to the Odal Group and shift it 
heavily towards the sort of crude racism which has become increasingly the 
hallmark of far right groups throughout the continent. And the BNP, in choosing 
‘European Ring’ as the name for the forum in which van Steen was to feature, 
are echoing efforts which were made in the 1960s to build a pan European nazi 
movement involving not only latter day militants, but also the remnants of Hitler’s 
old guard who had abandoned not one jot of the ideology which led Europe to 
genocide and war. 

The fascists’ progress in Europe in these times is patchy and uneven. In the 
1970s, Britain was the growth point. Now it is France which faces the major 
threat while our own nazis burrow underground and flounder from one crisis to 
the next. But on April 23, European anti-racism will demonstrate that whether 
the threat in a particular country be worrying or insignificant, it will be met by 
opposition and resistance that will not go away. 
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FRONT FETES ITALIAN 


“TERROR CHIEF’ 


The ‘Third Position’ wing of the 
National Front has again revealed 
its support for political terrorism 
by publishing a lengthy and 
admiring interview with Italian 
right wing terrorist Franco Freda. 

The interview, in issue number 42 of 
Nationalism Today, is advertised on the 
magazine’s front cover with a large picture 
of the man accused of being behind a wave 
of fascist and secret service inspired 
terrorism which rocked Italy in the late 
1960s and early 1970s, designed to foment 
a ‘red scare’ and provoke a military coup. 
Appropriately, the Nationalism Today 
masthead, immediately above Freda’s 
portrait, includes the words ‘A call to arms, 
a call to sacrifice.’ 

Inside, the central effort is to portray 
Freda as a dedicated nationalist who so 
angered the political establishment in Italy 
that it framed him for terrorist offences and 
forced him to spend 15 years in gaol. In 
fact, much of his sentence was for the 1969 
bombing of the Piazza Fontana in Milan 
which left sixteen people dead. Recently, 
he and Giovanni Ventura, convicted with 
him, were both acquitted after a court 
decided that the passage of time had made 
evidence against them unreliable. Both 
men now face a retrial. 

Nevertheless, Freda has been accused of 


involvement in many other terrorist 
actions. In July 1969 he also implicated in 
a bomb attack on the Palace of Justice in 
Turin, followed the next month by a wave 
of ten explosions on trains in northern 
Italy. After being arrested for these 
offences, Freda, along with Ventura, 
helped by a secret service officer to flee the 
country and it was many years before they 
were tracked down and extradited from 
their foreign bolt holes. 

It would be no exaggeration to say that 
Freda, along with the notorious Stefano 
della Chiaie, was one of the central 


architects of the ‘strategy of tension’ which 
so nearly brought Italy to the point of a 
right wing army coup during those years. 
Yet here he is, enjoying the place of 
honour in the ‘theoretical’ journal of the 
National Front, confirming Searchlight’s 
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Nationalism Today editors Derek Holland, Graham Williamson and Nick Griffin 


Call to Arms, A Call to Sacrific 


analysis of the last two years that this group 
has made a political accomodation to 
terrorism, and adding weight to the 
evidence which already exists indicating 
that it is modelling itself upon the classic 
cell structure of the underground terrorist 
conspiracy. 

And Freda, though rejecting ‘nationalist 
meetings whose purpose is_ to 
commemorate certain events from the past’ 
reveals that like the Front, he is not 
prepared totally to renounce the history 
of the Third Reich, recommending as 
reading material for today’s ‘nationalist 
revolutionaries’ the works of _ the 
Roumanian Iron Guard leader Codreanu, 
whose men were responsible for some of 
the most barbaric anti-jewish pogroms to 
take place during the Nazi-inspired 
Holocaust in eastern Europe 


| ail 


A man responsible for financing 
and distribution of nazi-printed 
anti-semitic literature has been 
awarded a major international 
religious prize by a panel of judges 
which included Prince Charles and 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe. 

Dr Inamullah Khan, the Pakistan-based 
head of the World Muslim League, was 
recently announced to be the 1988 winner 
of the Templeton Prize, worth almost £/%4 
million and awarded for encouraging 
progress in religion. Bigger even than the 
Nobel Prize, the award was established by 
Bahamas financier Sir John Templeton in 
1972, and has previously been given to 
Mother Theresa of Calcutta, Alexander 
Sohizenytsin and Dame Cicily Saunders of 
the hospice movement. 

Khan’s victory has been greeted with 
incredulity and dismay by Jewish 
organisations which have, over many 
years, monitored his backing for anti- 
semitic far right groups. 

In 1981, he put up the money for a 
mailing out of anti-semitic books to every 
member of the House of Commons and the 
Lords, and a year later, he funded a similar 


mail shot to members of the US Congress 
and Senate. 

The books sent out — Anti-Zion and The 
Six Million Reconsidered — were both by 
American nazi William Grimstad. Both 
denied that Hitler’s holocaust against the 
Jews had ever taken place, and Anti-Zion 
argued that Hitler was actually a 
misunderstood, moderate man. At the 
time Khan said that his purpose was to 
‘correct wrong notions held about the Jews’ 
and he agreed that he supported the 
propositions contained in  Grimstad’s 
books. 

Grimstad, a member of the neo-nazi 
National Alliance, was himself financed 
by the Saudi government to the tune of 
thousands of dollars while writing these 
books, and at one stage was forced to 
register with the US State Department as 
an agent of a foreign power. 

In Britain, the mailing of the two books 
was organised by the Hancock family in 
Brighton, who were and still are behind the 
Historical Review Press, one of the largest 
printers and distributors of revisionist and 
anti-semitic literature in the world. 

Sir John Templeton was reported to be 
surprised to learn of Khan’s anti-semitic 
propoganda activities and announced an 


William Grimstad 


enquiry into the information which had 
come to light. Members of the panel of 
judges who awarded the prize made it 
known that none of this information had 
been included in the dossiers on candidates 
for the prize which had been supplied to 
them and upon which they had based their 
decision. 

Khan is due to receive his prize from 
Princess Alexandra in London in May. 


Hardly a month goes by without 
ex fascists being uncovered in other 
organisations and pressure groups. 
Last month was no exception - two 
former leading nazi National 
Fronters were found in the Tory 
Party and in the gay and lesbian 
movement. 

First to be rumbled was the NF’s former 
Manchester organiser, Anthony David 
Jones. He turned up as the Conservative 
candidate in the St Peter’s ward of Ashton 
-under-Lyne in the forthcoming local 
elections. 

Jones, who now claims to have renounced 
both the Front and racism, was a member 
of the NF from 1976 through to 1982 and 
during that period was the chief of what the 
nazis euphemistically called _ their 
“Manchester Unit”. 

Selected as fascist General Election 
candidate in Ashton-under-Lyne in 1979, 
he revelled in creating provocations and in 
being seen hanging around with a gang of 
NF heavies. 


David Jones 
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In particular he often took charge of a 
gang of nazi thugs who roamed Piccadilly 
in Manchester’s city centre. 


Chris Payne 


These louts would try to intimidate 
shoppers into buying NF News or would 
bait left wing paper sellers. There were a 
number of skirmishes until, one Saturday 
afternoon, the Front met fiercer than 
expected opposition outside the Brunswick 
and never came back. 

Before that, Jones was _ clearly 
established as leader and in that role took 
part in efforts to break up anti-racist 
meetings. He also instructed Fronters to 
gather information about _ political 
opponents, telling his followers: “We need 
to know who our enemies are and where 
they meet”. 

His inclusion of CND supporters and 
left-wingers on the “hit-list”, didn’t stop 
him from trying to worm his way into CND 
and the Labour Party after parting 
company with the nazis. 

Otherwise, he has concentrated on 
writing anti-semitic and §anti-Irish 
republican letters to the press in 
Manchester. He also had an anti-Jewish 
letter printed in the columns of Socialist 
Worker. 

The response of the labour movement 
to news that Jones had re-surfaced as a 
Tory was prompt. Euro-MP Glyn Ford 
issued an open letter to Tameside Council 
Tory Group leader John Bell spelling out 
Jones’ dismal record and accusing the 
Tories of welcoming him “with open 
arms”. 

So far the Tories are standing by their 
candidate. 

In a separate development - also in 
Manchester - the organiser of the recent 
20,000-strong gay protest against the 
repressive Clause 28 has been shown to be 
a former NF ‘activist’. 

Chris Payne, said to be a well-known 
figure in the city’s homosexual community, 
was previously a nazi leader in Richmond 
in Surrey. In that role he was singled for 
special praise as a branch organiser in the 
NF journal, Nationalism Today. 

Payne was said to have built up NF 
membership after a recruiting campaign at 


local schools. 

Later he went to Manchester and was still 
involved with the nazis as late as 1986. 

Asked by reporters to comment on his 
past, Payne said that he “did not consider 
himself right-wing, but a radical liberal 
nationalist”. Now, he says, he has “just 
dropped the nationalist”. 

Significantly, both Jones and Payne (who 
stayed seven years in the NF) plead that 
they were duped by the fascists. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ WOLVERHAMPTON 


Wolverhampton Council is reconsidering its 
policies on race after a rise in the number of racial 
attacks and cases of harassment. A report to the 
Council’s race relations sub committee says that 
Council policy has concentrated on dealing with 
racial abuse in housing but there was now 
evidence of attacks and harassment in other 
areas. Policies in education, social services, 
leisure services and employment practices are 
being examined. (Birmingham Post 22.1.88) 


@ NO SYMPATHY 


British immigration officials are refusing to act 
quickly to allow an Asian man to visit his 
seriously ill father in Britain. This is in spite of a 
verbal promise by the Home Secretary to Gerald 
Kaufman MP to take action. 

Habbib Ullah, of Longsight, Manchester, is 
suffering from heart disease. His schoolboy son, 
Ahmed, was knifed to death in Burnage High 
School playground in 1986. He wants his other 
son, 30-year-old Lebu Miah, to visit him from 
Bangladesh. (New Life 12.2.88) 


@ DEATH CHANT 


Soccer thugs chanting “Kill the Yids” launched 
an attack outside the Tottenham ground on 
Boxing Day. Passers-by in the North London 
Jewish community were knocked to the ground 
by louts from West Ham’s Inter City Firm. 

Sergeant Theodore Dawson, who was on plain 
clothes duty, told Snaresbrook Crown Court that 
the mob was led by men who are accused of 
conspiring to cause affray. The riot was broken 
up when mounted police and dog handlers moved 
in. (Today 5.2.88) 


@ RACIST COMIC 


The Beezer comic has introduced a racist cartoon 
strip on its front page, called True Brit. The 
cartoon is about Tommy Britain, a bigot who 
wears a Union Jack sweater. 

Teachers at a London school who were using 
the comic to help backward children with their 
reading have now banned it. Teacher Kay 
Cousins from Hackney Downs School said the 
cartoon character was more appropriate to the 
National Front. 

“The images used in True Brit are very 
powerful and promote white superiority and 
rubbish anything ‘funny and foreign’”. (Today 
4.2.88) 


————EEo 


IRISH NAVY ‘CAN’T 


lrish Nazis at play 


The Irish Navy claim that they are 
unable to discharge or prosecute 
six members of the Naval Service 
at Haulbowline Isiand Naval base 
near Cork City, southern Ireland, 
despite their neo-nazi activities. 
Noel McCarthy reports 

At the beginning of February, under 
Navy regulations, the nazi SAI leader, 
Derrick Turner, was fined £30 for the 
second time this year, on this occasion for 
talking to a Searchlight reporter. 

While Department of Defence sources 
were indicating that Turner and others 
would be discharged from the Navy, it is 
now clear that the National Front’s 
favourite Dubliner is being allowed to 
remain in the Naval Service, albeit washing 
dishes. 

Extraordinarily, Navy, military police, 
and Garda _ investigators have all 
established that Turner met with National 
Front officers at UDA Headquarters in 
East Belfast, last August, yet the 
Department of Defence in Dublin has 
chosen to take no action. 

A follow-up investigation into the UDA 
and NF aligned Social Action Initiative 
reveals that Derrick Turner has no less 
than five other “political associates” on the 
County Cork base. 

One of the Haulbowline based nazis is 
William Lucey, a navy technician in his mid 
20’s from Weavers Point, Crosshaven, a 
small village some twelve miles south of 
Cork city. 

According to William Lucey, “I’m not 
personally interested in the North, the 
UDA, or anything like that, for me the 
real issue for Ireland is the race question”. 


ACT’ OVER NAZIS 


Lucey claimed to Searchlight, “I am a 


national socialist, but I was never a 
member of the so called Social Action 
Initiative”. 

Earlier this year Naval Service 
investigators indentified six members from 
the Haulbowline base who were thought 
to be involved in the SAT. 

Only one of the six has been charged with 
illegal membership of a secret society 
under Navy law - Dubliner Derrick Turner. 

Lucey who is in his early twenties worked 
closely with the SAI leader at the Navy’s 
sensitive COMCEN centre until the end 
of last year. 

Progressive Democrat spokesman for 
Defence, Mr Paddy Clohessy (TD) told 
Searchlight “I find it staggering that we 
have members of the Defence Forces 
associating with terror groups like the 
UDA and the National Front”. 

Clohessy has raised the matter in the 
Dail with Minister for Defence Michael 
Noonan, who has told the opposition 
spokesman that G2 has a military secret 
service the investigation is underway at the 
Haulbowline Naval base. 

But one naval service member from the 
Cork area told Searchlight that the 
authorities investigation was a “joke”. He 
says “there are half a dozen of them 
involved on the base, one of them is a 
junior officer, everyone knows who they 
are”. 

Special branch investigators who have 
had access to Post Office files, have 
confirmed to Searchlight that SAI members 
in the Cork area have been in 
correspondence with the UDA, the US 
Soldier of Fortune magazine as well as US 
military weapon manuals. 


FRONT’S ‘COMMUNITY 


ACTION’ SCAM UNCOVERED 


Dave Probert (centre) casts an admiring glance at NF ‘legal officer’ Mash Alder 
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Oldham nazis led by “clever, 
clever” Alex Malcolm have cut 
themselves yet again by trying to 
show the world how sharp they are. 

This time, the fascist fools have been 
caught red-handed promoting their self- 
styled “community action” with a newsheet 
of the same name. 

Local residents in the Fitton Hill and 
Hathershaw recently woke up stunned to 
find nazi propaganda had been stuffed 
through their letterboxes. 

Broadly, the residents’ reaction has 
ranged from tepid indifference to outright 
hostility. 

What gave the game away, however, was 
the fact that the “Community Action” 
newsletter was published from PO Box 
123. Behind this lurks one David Probert, 
whose last effort at shoving material - 
excrement among other things - through 
letterboxes led him to appear in court. 

This latest venture by “Action Man” 
Malcolm and “Brains” Probert is not far 
removed from that episode. Their 
newsletter fumes at gypsies, describing 
them as “filth”, and touts nazi NF support 
for the anti-abortion movement “Life”. 

The leaflet also appeals for funds for the 


proposed Oldham hospice for the 
terminally-ill. 

As soon as the true identity of the 
newsletter’s publishers became known, 
there was a storm of protest from 
councillors, community workers and 
tenants’ representatives at this fascist 
fraud. 

Councillor Javed Iqbal accused the nazis 
of a “dirty tricks campaign” to recruit more 
members and Councillor Margaret Riley 
described the Front’s leaflet as “sinister”. 

Oldham Campaign against Racism and 
Fascism also went into action quickly, 
leafletting the estates to tell residents that 
“Today’s nazis call themselves ‘Community 
Action’”. 

The response of the Front itself was 
predictable. First, they whined that they 
had got unfair treatment. 

Then, they showed their real face by 
sending a copy of National Front News, 
along with a letter whose tone was 
menacing, to a frail old age pensioner who 
happened to have the same name as one 
of their critics. 

An outcry over this sordid action led 
them to admit that they had, indeed, sent 
the paper and the note but that it had been 
intended for someone else. 


IRON BAR THUG OFF THE HOOK 


A racist who was alleged to have led a 
15-strong armed gang in a hunt for Asian 
victims has had violence charges against 
him dismissed in North London. 

Frank Hawkins was said in court to have 
been one of the ring-leaders of a violent 
invasion of Drummond Street in Camden 
in September 1987, when three Bengali 
youngsters were seriously injured. 

The racists’ handiwork included 
stabbings and battering a victim repeatedly 
over the skull with an iron bar. 

Two years ago Camden council started 
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eviction proceedings against the Hawkins 
family for racial harassment but, despite 
evidence that Hawkins had physically 
abused Asian neighbours. 

The court heard that there had been a 
rash of fascist propaganda on the estate, the 
eviction case was lost. 

News of the latest case being dismissed 
was greeted with anger and dismay by local 
people and the Camden United Asian Youth 
has pledged that it will now campaign to 
re-open the case and bring Hawkins to 
justice. 


Racist violence has succeeded in 
forcing a mixed couple in Islington 
to ask for a transfer to a new home. 

Since the attacks began 18 months ago, 


Samuel and Winifred Kontoh have 
endured: 

@ paint being poured on their doorstep 

@ NF symbols being daubed on their door 
@ the murder of their cat 

@ an attempt to set their shed ablaze 

Mr Kontoh said the last straw was a 
deliberate fire attack on their home early 
in February. 

“In 28 years in this country, I have never 
had anything like this before,” he told 
reporters. 

Now, the Kontohs have asked the council 
to find them a new home and police are 
investigating the attacks. 

For several years, Islington and _ its 
neighbour Camden have been the scene of 
activity by racist skinheads who support the 
National Front and the “Blood and 
Honour” brigade led by psychopaths Ian 
Stuart and Nicola Crane. 

Only a few months ago, fascists louts 
from these circles were behind an attempt 
to kill Islington anti-fascist activist Anna 
Sullivan in a firebomb attack on her home. 


Savage assault 


A woman has been fined for a savage 
assault on an Asian candidate of the 
Liberal party in north London last 
October. 

Judith Kay, aged 24, a university 
graduate, was given a two-year conditional 
discharge and ordered to pay £100 
compensation to Mrs Yasmin Ahmed after 
racially abusing and physically attacking 
her. 

Wood Green magistrates court heard 
how the attack was so vicious that Mrs 
Ahmed had to wear a surgical neck collar 
for several weeks after being punched by 
Kay. 

In other cases racists have been accused 
of violence in Middlesbrough and Derby. 

In Middlesbrough steel worker Ian 
Fenwick was sacked by British Steel after 
allegedly striking workmate Mohammed 
Yaqub in the face and calling him a 
“nigger”. 

Mr Yaqub, who was also dismissed, is 
currently fighting for reinstatement on a 
claim of unfair dismissal by the firm. 

In Derby Lance Hartley was jailed for 
three months for walking into an Asian- 
owned shop and attacking the shopkeeper. 

When the police arrived on the scene, 
Hartley screamed at one police officer that 
he was a “Paki lover”. 

Hartley, who according to his lawyer was 
“not a racist type of person”, was then 
arrested. 


HILL 


STREET 
NEWS 


Ray Hill, co-author of The Other 
Face of Terror and_ long-time 
Searchlight mole inside the far 
right, has been in constant demand 
both in Britain and in Western 
Europe since the publication of his 
memoirs. Ray has agreed to 
contribute a regular column to 
Searchlight in which he will lift up 
the rocks, as he continues his 
speaking tour of the country, and 
reveal to us what crawls out. His 
first report comes from his old 
stamping ground, Leicester. 

The age-old nazi-Tory overlap’ in 
Leicester’s politics appears very little 
different today from when I was first 
recruited into the right back in the 1960s. 
Certainly the old heyday of the National 
Front has long gone with its ability to poll 
over 40,000 votes in the city as it did in the 
1970s. But the same accommodations 
between racist Tories and active nazis seem 
alive as ever. I recently came across Darren 
Westley, a former British National Party 
youth activist and paper seller, in the ranks 
of the Tories in Beaumont Leys ward. He 
certainly was not given a very long period 
of grace between giving up _ flogging 
Spearhead and making himself helpful to 
the Tories. My friends tell me it was in the 
winter of last year that he was still to be 
seen as an active supporter of the BNP. 

Westley will probably make a_ useful 
addition to the racist campaign by local 
Tories to halt the building of an Islamic 


THREAT THWARTED 


Tory cartoons which wouldn't be out of 
place in Spearhead 


study centre and mosque in Beaumont 
Leys district. Indeed in a council by- 
election special issue of the Tory newsletter 
the Tories are gloating over the fact that a 
building firm contracted to put up the new 
centre has pulled out. Readers will recall 
that last year the Tories in Beaumont Leys 
whipped up a frenzied campaign in which 
they claimed that if the centre got the 
council’s go-ahead, local residents would 
live in fear of “reprisals from extremist 
groups with the advent of riots, looting and 
even loss of life”. All this drivel in their 
recent hand out is accompanied by a deeply 
racist cartoon. 

So it has come as no surprise that all sorts 
of fascists and racists are jumping on the 
bandwagon in time for the coming by- 
election. John “wanna buy a_luger?” 
Peacock has announced himself as a 
candidate for the British National Party. 
No doubt he will have the solid support of 
his young son, a notorious fascist criminal 
hooligan. 

The racists have mounted an all out 
takeover bid for the Keeper’s Lodge 
tenants association in Beaumont Leys. In 
particular John Gray, recently elected as 
chairman of the tenants group, where 
almost 900 people signed a petition last 
year to oppose the building of the Islamic 
centre, is thought to be no stranger to racial 
politics. Gray, who lives on Amadis Road, 
has already been identified as the 
perpetrator of a racial attack in which a 
black family were abused and assaulted. 
Despite the fact that he was recommended 
for eviction for his behaviour by Leicester 
City housing department, so far the powers 
that be appear remarkably slow at carrying 
out the council’s wishes. 

Tenants in Gray’s street say that the BNP 
has members and supporters living there 
who encourage Gray’s activities. The 
tenants are insisting on a full investigation 
by the housing department. 

Still it is nice to close this month on a 
more hopeful note from Leicester. The 
Inter-racial Solidarity Campaign, Leicester 
University Students’ Union and Anti- 
Fascist Action have come together in a 
united front to keep Peacock’s rabble from 
using local schools for their rallies to 
publicise his nazi-style election campaign, 
which is putting a very heavy emphasis on 
attacking council funding for black and 
other minority groups and calling for the 
repatriation of black people, clearly a 
policy not a million miles removed from 
that of the Tories in Beaumont Leys. 

@ STOP PRESS: Peacock 77 votes. 
Conservatives over 1,300. Why keep a dog 


’POOL NAZI TERROR 


A Liverpool family is_ being 
systematically terrorised by racists. 

In a blitz which began several months 
ago, Gordon Hesketh, his wife and four 
youngsters have been living in constant 
fear after threats to knee-cap and rape his 
daughter, Justine, a member of the Anti- 
Apartheid movement. 

To date, the family’s car has been daubed 
with the word “Revenge”, telephone 
cables have been slashed and bricks pitched 
through the front windows of the Hesketh’s 
home. 

Since being targeted as anti-racists, the 
other children in the family have been 
victims of the fascist hate-campaign. In 
particular, Mr Hesketh’s 13-year-old son, 
Roger, has been threatened with a knifing 
by a 15-year-old lout who openly boasts of 
his membership of the National Front. 

Also seen lurking around the Hesketh’s 
Ormskirk home have been two well-known 
hooligans from John Tyndall’s British 
National Party, whose names have been 
supplied to Searchlight by local residents. 

These men are believed also to have 
been behind a series of telephone threats 
made to the family in which a promise was 
made to “burn you out”. 

Though the Special Branch has launched 
a probe into the racist violence, anti- 
fascists are unhappy at their failure to 
investigate the incidents properly, even 
though the names of the nazis involved 
have been handed over to the police. 


Ken Usher 


Recently, two key Liverpool nazi thugs 
wrote to Merseyside Anti-Fascist Action 
to announce their “resignation” from the 
BNP. 

The two, Ian Sloan and Ken Usher, 
should try pulling the other one — they are 
both notorious hard-line Hitler fans. One 
plausible explanation, however, is that 
since the Special Branch has got involved, 
these mighty specimens of the “master 
race” have become rather scared of having 
their collars felt by the police. 

In other incidents on Merseyside, fascists 
have wrecked the home of an anti-fascist 
in St. Helens, only ten miles away from 
where the Heskeths live. Police are 
understood to have linked the attacks. 


Nazis recruit in 
the north-east 


Nazi recruiting stunts in the north- 
east have been lashed _ by 
councillors and youth workers. 


Reports from Teeside indicate that both 
the National Front and John Tyndall’s 
British National Party have stepped up 
their efforts to enmesh youngsters in nazi 


politics. 
The BNP, in particular, has made school 
children the target for their sick 


propaganda by handing out leaflets at 
schools. 

Though dismissed complacently by head- 
teachers and education chiefs in County 
Durham, evidence has been produced from 
two independent sources. 

A County Durham youth worker has 
claimed that he has had to face problems 
created by BNP activity amongst young 
people and that one BNP organiser is a 
fellow youth leader. 

Sunderland-based BNP chief, Kevin 
Scott has admitted that the BNP is 
distributing leaflets to schoolchildren and 
told reporters that he “didn’t see what was 
wrong with it”. 

Now, BNP fascists are trumpeting 
successes in Darlington’s Branksome 
Comprehensive School which is ringed by 
council housing estates. It has also been 
active around a youth club which is run 
from the school. 

Further towards the coast, at Hartlepool, 
the Nick Griffin wing of the National Front 


are reported to have begun door-to-door 
leafletting. 

The campaign is being directed by the 
NPF’s north-east boss and thug, Colin Todd, 
who was recently convicted for damaging 
an exhibition of the Nazi Holocaust. 

The recruitment leaflets put round by the 
Front brag that “The YNF offers you 
alcohol” and goes on to boast that the 
organisation has “got the biggest bunch of 
boozers in the country.” 

Though it stops short of saying that the 
NF also has the biggest bunch of thugs in 
the country it does come close. Offering 
demos and pickets, the leaflets say: 
“Sometimes Communists and other left- 
wingers try to stop us from holding these 
activities. This usually leads to close 
encounters of a violent kind.” 

Responding to this warped campaign in 
the town, which has traditionally suffered 
very high levels of unemployment and 
currently has the second largest dole queue 
in the northern region, local councillor 
Moss Boddy denounced the Front and 
accused it of “pandering to the lowest 
instincts”. 

The local paper, The Hartlepool Mail also 
waded in with a warning about the “Sinister 
side of the Front” and told readers, 
“Hartlepool can do without such rubbish.” 

Meanwhile, the Front claims it is 
launching similar campaigns in Gateshead, 
Durham, Consett, Chester-le-Street and 
Middlesbrough. 


Usher bigotry on the streets of London — Carolyn Taylor (nee Giles) and racial comrades 
roam the streets of Islington in January. 


Teeside filth 


Racist filth that was the subject of 


a Cleveland police probe last 
summer has started to circulate 
again on Teeside. 


The material — _ grubbily produced 
questionnaires and a leaflet — has surfaced 
most recently in Darlington where the nazi 
National Front has been putting in time 
trying to build a branch. 

Almost identical to other leaflets from 
nazi sources, the Darlington questionnaire 
includes such “questions” as “Are you 
visible after sunset?” and “Where and 
when did you _ illegally enter Great 
Britain?” 

Other sections refer to “Hobbies: 
Mugging, Prostitution, Fraud, Armed 
Robbery, Spear chucking”. 

Last year, an investigation was launched 
by senior police in the Teeside area after 
it was alleged that similar material had 
been handed out to staff at a housing office 
by a community policeman. His identity 
was never disclosed. 

Not so with this latest batch of filth. 
Anti-fascists in Darlington have accused 
Christopher Little, a local racist, of dishing 
it out and also claim that an Unemployed 
Centre worker was given the same leaflet 
(only the heading was different) at a local 
printshop, Omniprint of Four Riggs in 
Darlington. 

Though staff there first claimed this 
tawdry little leaflet as their own, they have 
since denied supplying it. 


Tyneside goon 


A National Front goon has been 
fined in Newcastle-on-Tyne for a 
vicious and ‘unprovoked’ assault 
on a Labour Party member. 

Brian Husband, 22, was ordered to pay 
£150 and £15 costs after admitting assault 
occasioning actual bodily harm at 
Newcastle Magistrates Court. 

The court was told how Husband, a thug 
with the Wingfield faction of the NF, 
punched and kicked Frederick Gent, 
leaving him with severe cuts, after 
following him from a bus with other nazi 
louts. 

Husband is quite familiar with courts, 
having been previously convicted of 
fracturing the skull of a Tyneside and 
District Anti-Fascist Association member. 
On that occasion, he was accompanied by 
Tyneside ‘fuhrer’, Colin Todd. 

Tyneside anti-fascists have questioned 
the lightness of the punishment for this 
latest bloody attack by Husband, which 
they describe as ‘premeditated’. 

Commenting, TDAFA President, Alec 
McFadden said: “A _ more _ fitting 
punishment would be to give this hooligan 
a spell in one of the region’s prisons where 
he could renew his acquaintance with some 
of his NF comrades who are also serving 
time at the moment.” 


NAZI LINK UP AS BRITISH 
SOCCER THUGS LEAD THE WAY 


Allegations of links between Euro-soccer 
louts and neo-nazis have received striking 
new confirmation in a report published by 
Belgian academics. 

The material, issued as we went to press, 
was prepared by _ staff at Leuven 
University’s Department of Criminology in 
conjunction with police chiefs and senior 
soccer officials. 

Forecasting that the forthcoming 
European championships in West Germany 
could become a “hooligan’s battleground”, 
the report says that Belgian troublemakers 
make regular visits to Britain to observe 
their British counterparts in action. 

In particular, the connections between 
football and fascism are outlined and the 
point is made that British hooligans are seen 
as “the professionals” elsewhere in Europe. 

Chelsea fans are singled out as being 
“strongly infiltrated by the extreme-right”, 
but other clubs mentioned include West 
Ham, Millwall and Manchester United. 

Chelsea nazis have been spotted on 
Belgian terraces recently and information 
has reached Searchlight indicating new 
efforts to embroil continental fans in their 
violence. 

According to our sources, the Chelsea 
louts have been recruiting thugs from 
Belgian clubs Anderlecht and Antwerp and 
have cemented an “alliance” with hooligans 
from Paris-St. Germain. 

In addition, there is an accumulating 
mountain of evidence that British fascist 
football hooligans have extended their 
efforts to recruit football fans as far north 
as Sweden, as letters sent by the Chelsea 
‘Shed Gang’ to innocent Swedish football 
followers show. (Full report next issue). 


Swedish nazis (above and bottom left) known to be linking up with British soccer thugs. 


FASCISTS KNOCKED 
SIDEWAYS IN LEEDS 


Hard-hitting action to root out 
fascists at Leeds United continues. 

Last month, over 40 anti-fascists turned 
out at the club’s Elland Road ground to 
distribute leaflets and stickers to 19,000 
fans at a home match. 

Leading the campaign has been Anti- 
Fascist Action and the Leeds Trades Union 
Council which have sought support for 
their efforts from both the club and the 
Leeds City Council which owns the ground. 

Last year, because of constant pressure 
from AFA and the Leeds TUC, the club 
was spurred into dishing out its own leaflet 
to explain its policy on racist behaviour at 
Elland Road. 

Rules have been changed - racists can 
now be thrown out for verbal abuse - and 
a new surveillance system has been 
installed to monitor those parts of the 
stadium infested by racists. 

Knocked sideways by the intensity of the 
anti-fascist campaign, the nazis of both the 
British National Party and the National 
Front are trying to revive their activities 
and among faces seen recently have been 
such well-known soccer afficionados as 
Andrew Brons of the NF and BNP louts 
Steven Crabtree and Kevin Watmough. 

So far, however, the style of the fascist 
hooligan element is being cramped for 
other reasons as well — West Yorkshire 
police have slapped a battery of very 
serious charges on 26 fans arrested in the 
recent “Operation Wild Boar”. 

All have been charged with conspiracy 
to cause violence at football matches. (Two 
Chelsea NF hooligans recently got 10 years 
each on similar charges.) 

The twenty-six, who include two with 
National Front links, also face counts of 


conspiracy to cause an affray between 
December 1986 and their arrest in April 
of last year. 

Anti-fascists in Leeds have been busy 
compiling a dossier on hooligan activity 
and this will be presented at a press 
conference at the end of March. 


TAUNTS PLAGUE 
SCOTTISH GAME 


Community relations workers and 
MPs have joined in_ the 
condemnation of racist harassment 
of black footballers in Scotland. 

Recently, a whole series of racist crowd 
incidents have hit the headlines north of 
the Border, the worst being the barracking 
of Rangers’ star black winger, Mark 
Walters when his team played away to 
Hearts at the Edinburgh Tynecastle 
stadium. 

This particular incident has come under 
attack from Scottish Labour MPs who have 
put down a Commons motion calling on 
the Scottish football authorities to take 
action to “prevent such behaviour in 
future”. 

The same incident was also blasted in the 
recent newsletter of the Strathclyde 
Community Relations Council, 
Community Voice. 

While praising the Scottish Professional 
Footballer’s Association for its gesture of 
sending a public apology to the Rangers’ 
star, the paper went on to criticise the 
suggestion that the hooliganism is just the 
work of a few “hard men”. 


EUROPE IN ACTION 


Labour Euro-MPs are giving full 
backing to the European Day of Action 
against Racism and Fascism planned for 
23rd April. 

Greeting the event, which was decided 
on by anti-racists and anti-fascists from 
seven countries in Stockholm in 
February, Labour MEP Glyn Ford said 
that he hoped the event “would herald 
the start of a fight back against the far 
right in Europe”’. 

Mr Ford chaired the European 
Parliament’s Committee of Inquiry into 
the Growth of Racism and Fascism and 
has played a key part in promoting the 
European Day of Action. 


Speaking to Searchlight from 
Strasbourg, he said: “I shall be taking 
part on April 23rd because, since we 
published the report two years ago, the 
situation has, if anything, got worse.” 

Mr Ford warned that the Front 
National in France had to be taken 
seriously: “They got nearly 3 million 
votes in 1986 and though Le Pen’s vote 
looks likely to drop back, that is no 
grounds for complacency.” 

The real test, he said, would be the 
next Parliamentary and municipal 
elections which are some years away. 

Commenting on the initiative taken by 
the Stockholm Anti-Racist Conference, 
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DEMAND POLICE ACTION 


SATURDAY APRIL 23rd 1988 
Assemble 12 noon at Home Office, Petty France 
March to French Embassy, Knightsbridge — Rally in Hyde Park 


(A petition will be handed in to the Home Office and the French Embassy. Coaches will be 
provided for people wishing to go to the Southall rally later in the afternoon) 


RACISM, FASCISM AND RESISTANCE RALLY SOUTHALL - 4PM 
April 23rd is the ninth anniversary of the death of anti-fascist campaigner 
Blair Peach in Southall. Rally at: Villiers High School, Boyd Avenue, Southall. 


Plaque laying ceremony to commemorate 
the events of April 23rd 1979 - 6.30pm. 


(Organised by Southall monitoring Project, Caribbean Focus, and Ant-Fascist Action) 


ANTI-FASCIST ACTION 


P.0.BOX 273 @ FORESTGATE @ LONDONE?7 @ TEL.01-387 2531 (24 HouRS) 
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Mr Ford said it was “a major step 
forward for co-ordinated action” and 
that he hoped it would be “strengthened 
by the launching of Europe-wide 
organisation’’. 

“If we can mobilise in London, 
Stockholm, Copenhagen, Oslo, West 
Berlin, Hamburg and Brussels, it will 
show the racists and fascists who are 
trying to build out of the jobs crisis that 
we mean business.” 

The French anti-racist movement is 
banned from holding marches on the eve 
of the French Presidential elections, as 
are all other political organisations. 

However, they will be holding some 
indoor events to coincide with the 
demonstrations held elsewhere’ in 
Europe. 

“It is very important that we forge 
links now”, declared Mr Ford, “because 
the fascists are organising 
internationally and it is imperative that 
we do. In this sense, the moves made by 
AFA, Searchlight and Red Wedge to join 
with other European anti-racists are to 
be applauded.” 

Other Euro-MPs have also been in 
touch with Searchlight to say why they 
will be marching on the 23rd. 
Birmingham Euro-MP Christine 
Crawley spelled out the day’s 
importance: “The poisonous spread of 
racism across Europe makes whole- 
hearted support for this rally essential. 
We must stop the peddling of bigotry 
and prejudice by the racists.” 

Former  FEuro-Parliament British 
Labour Group leader and another long- 
time friend of Searchlight, Alf Lomas, 
told us: “In Thatcherite Britain, racism 
is growing. It is an evil which must be 
stamped out.” 

“All who are opposed to racism and 
fascism,” he urged, “should take part 
in the London march on 23rd April.” 

Mr Ford’s Manchester colleague in the 
Euro-Parliament Eddie Newman also 
explained why he was supporting the 
initiative. 

“Racists and fascists are on the march 
in Europe, most of all in France, but also 
Britain and other countries therefore it 
is vitally important that opponents of 
racism and fascism are marching 
throughout Europe in much greater 
numbers.” 

His message to the demonstrators was: 
“The streets and society in general must 
be swept clean of fascists and racists.” 


Anti-fascism and the labour 
movement 


Searchlight readers will not need to be 
reminded that one of the primary targets 
of fascist regimes has always been the 
labour movement. Equally trade union 
activists are among the major victims of 
fascist threats and violence today. 

The rising tide of racial violence is also 
of direct concern to trade unionists not 
only on general trade union principles 
but also because black workers have a 
higher than average level of trade union 
membership. Trades unions have always 
prided themselves on their opposition to 
fascism and have proclaimed themselves 
opposed to racism and discrimination. 
Yet when black communities have 
organised against attacks and 
harassment or black workers have 
fought racism in their workplaces they 
have often received little effective 
support from their union or our 
movement as a whole. 

Despite their dwindling numbers and 
quarrelsome divisions, today’s fascists 
still have an eye on our movement. One 
of their well documented tactics has been 
the attempt to infiltrate trade union and 
community organisations. The National 
Front put in occasional appearances at 
Wapping. Fascists tried to set up bogus 
miners’ support groups and have only 
recently been discovered trying to 
intervene in a dispute in Sheffield. In 
many working-class areas they attempt 
to infiltrate or set up tenants’, residents’ 
or ‘community’ organisations. 

Most of these efforts have been foiled 
by the vigilance of individual anti- 
fascists or anti-fascist groups. But the 
fact that an individual such such as the 
notorious fascist Paul Kingsley could 
become an officer of a union like 
NALGO which prides itself on being 
anti-racist shows that this vigilance 
needs to be continually renewed and, 
above all, organised. 

From its foundation Anti-Fascist 
Action has worked to gain support in the 
labour movement. We know that if 
active trade unionists become aware of 
fascist activity they will take action 
against it — as evidenced by the 
campaign in NALGO or the response of 
Fords shop-stewards to the presence of 
well-known fascist thug Tony Lecomber/ 
EastWells at Dagenham. But this 
response must be organised and co- 
ordinated. Trade unionists can play a 
vital role in a number of areas: 

@ We are often in a key position to 
monitor fascist activity in workplaces, 
on estates and in working-class 
communities in general. 

@ We have a crucial role in fighting in 
the white working-class against current 
tide of right-wing and racist ideas on 
which the fascists can feed. 

@ Our unions can give vital material 
support to the building of an anti-fascist 
and _ anti-racist movement through 
donations, affiliations, provision of 
resources, circulation of material etc. 


A number of Trades Councils and 
individual union branches are already 
affiliated to AFA. We have received 
valuable support from the South-East 
Region TUC. This support now has to 
be deepened both among rank-and-file 
trade unionists and at the level of 
national trade unions. Our aim must be 
to make every union and every unionised 
workplace a bastion of anti-fascism and 
anti-racism and a permanent source of 
support for the communities fighting to 
defend themselves against fascist and 
racist attacks. 

Every anti-fascist who is a member of 
a trades union can play a part: 

@ Invite an AFA speaker to your 
branch, shop-stewards committee, 
trades council etc. 

@ Get your organisation to affiliate to 
AFA and participate in the work of our 
trade union group. 

@ Organise monitoring of racist and 
fascist individuals and activities in your 
area. 


Jean-Marie Le Pen, Front National Leader 


NF Trade Union members on march 


@ Support national and local campaigns 
against fascism and against racism (e.g. 
anti-deportation campaigns) 

@ Distribute anti-fascist and anti-racist 
materials through your organisation — 
copies of Searchlight, AFA leaflets, 
stickers, posters etc. 


For further information contact AFA 
Trade Union sub-group. 


WHY A EUROPEAN 
DAY OF ACTION? 


On April 23rd 1988 anti-racists and anti- 
fascists are linking up with black workers 
organisations in Denmark, West Germany, 
Sweden, France, Norway and Britain and 
will be holding a European Day of Action 
Against Racism and Fascism. 


The date, April 23rd, is significant because 
it is the eve of the French Presidential 
election in which Jean-Mane Le Pen of the 
fascist Front National will be standing. In 
the 1986 French elections, Le Pen received 
10% of the vote. 


Many groups working against racism and fascism across Europe feel that a Day of Action is 


needed because: 


@ Fascist parties across Europe are in- 
creasingly gaining electoral success. 
There are presently sixteen fascists 
sitting in the European Parliament. They 
call themselves the “Group of the Euro- 
pean Right” and include the Ulster Un- 
ionist MEP, John Taylor. 

Other fascist groups, like the National 
Front in Britain have dispensed with an 
electoral strategy but are openly 
embracing terrorism and violence. In 
Britain there are an estimated 70,000 
racist attacks a year. A neo-nazi network 
is developing across Europe. 

European anti-racists and anti-fascists 
are also concerned that governments 
across Europe are sanctioning racism in 


health, education, housing and employ- 
ment, particularly through their immig- 
ration laws. Successive governments in 
Bntain have passed racist immigration 
acts, culminating in the new Immigration 
Bill presently going through Parliament. 
European laws governing the right to 
asylum for political refugees fleeing 
persecution in the Third World — 
persecution that the British government 
as the fourth largest arms exporter in the 
world has helped to create — are a 
disgrace. Refugees from the Third 
World are being deported every day to 
countnes where they face torture and 
even death. 


WHAT WE CAN DO TO FIGHT BACK 


April 23rd is St George’s Day, a day on which the fascists usually march. This year, Anti- 
Fascist Action are marching, organising and supporting a number of events as part of the 


European wide resistance. 


It is only the united action of black, labour movement and community organisations that will 
defeat fascism across Europe. This is a step towards building that unit. We hope you will 
support the day's events and join the resistance. 


EUROPE UNITES AGAINST RACISM AND FASCISM 


Sponsored by NALGO, British Labour Group on the European Parliament and Searchlight Magazine. 
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HORST WITH NO NAME 


A new edition of Nationalism Today 
arrives and the fascist world is agog. 
Arms halt in mid-salute, boots freeze 
in mid-kick and Aryan brows pucker 
in astonishment. Something 
remarkable is going on: more strange 
than the tip-toed goose-step or the 
broad-minded racist, comes the shy 


master race. 

Henceforth, none of the contributors to 
Nationalism Today will sign their pieces. 
Anonymity is to be the order of the day. The 
editorial declares that “a considerable number 
of readers have enquired as to why we have 
dropped the by-lines from articles in the 
magazine”. And considerately, the shy, nameless 
editors give their answer to the considerable 
multitudes: “The current leadership uphold the 
principle that personality cults, along with their 
attendant curses of hero worship, have no place 
in the National Revolutionary Movement’’. 

And quite right too. For years the average 
fascist reader has been overcome by the glory of 
the prose of Nationalism Today; wiping tears 
from the eye, reader upon reader has glanced 
down at the by-line and sighed “my hero, my 
hero”. And selflessly, the editors, unknown 
martyrs to their cause, have put an end to this. 
All this sighing and hero-worship does the race 
no good at all. From now on, it’s going to the 
stern rule of “ideas not people’. 


Signor Freda 


The editorial appears on page two. Page one is 
dominated by a picture of the new sort of 
nameless non-hero: Franco Freda. Page three 
reproduces a long speech by Signor Freda. Pages 
four and five contain, in the interests of 
abolishing hero-worship, an exclusive interview 
with the same Signor Freda. And, by the way, 
page five has another portrait of the publicity-shy 
hero, with the caption “Franco Freda: 
Revolutionary”. 

Nor is Signor Freda, who has fallen foul of the 
Italian authorities for terrorist activities, shy to 
talk about himself. Nationalism Today’s faceless 
interviewer asks the non-hero: ‘What role do you 
see for yourself in the development of a new, 
national revolutionary strategy in Italy?” And 
Franco, not quite getting the hang of this 
ideas-not-people business, answers: “Put simply, 
the observer and the observed”. Weep quietly, 
readers, and then sigh loudly. 

To be fair, Franco is not just a pretty face with 
a prettier turn of phrase. Well in tune with the 
movement’s demands, he has a bash at Ideas 
-Thumping Big Ideas. He is asked how he would 
like to see relations developing between “the 
various national revolutionary groups in 
Europe”. Time for a bit of the cerebral stuff, 
Franco. Back comes the answer: “Political action 
must be reconnected to the cultural world which 
appears to us not as a well ordered and cultivated 
field, but rather as a field overgrown with various 
forms of vegetation many of which are mutually 
exclusive”. Spoken like an old lag from 
Gardener’s Question Time. 

Let’s leave Signor Freda’s well manured ideas. 
On page six of Nationalism Today, the literati 
turn their attention to “The Principles of 
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Democracy”. Outlined is the new blue-print for 
the truly democratic racial state. The prose style, 
which unwittingly has incited so much worship, 
is much in evidence. Out will go old reactionary 
Borough Councils and in will come exciting new 
‘Area Councils’. A wise precaution it was to 
remove the authorial name. Who could fail to be 
swayed by the elegance of the herioc writer who 
declares that “the Area Councils will vary in size 
according to practicality, but they should ideally 
comprise between 400 and 800 electors’? 

There are Street Councils and there are 
Community Councils as well. There’s even going 
to be a National People’s Council. This all goes 
to show that “we are not a political party but a 
Movement of the Masses”. The writer writes and 
the masses feel a movement passing through their 
collective bodies. And they must be protected 
from knowing who has determined the gastric 
course of history. 

But not all heroes are to be hidden. Signor 
Freda’s luxuriant vegetation does not include a 
bush, under which his personal lights can be 
hidden. There are other heroes from around the 
world, jostling one another in the pages of 
Nationalism Today. There’s Colonel Gadaffi and 
his Green Book saying why parliamentary 
government is so undemocratic: “The most 
tyrannical dictatorships the world has known 
have existed under the shadow of parliaments”. 
And the future heroes of the racially correct 
Street Councils will not have their glory dimmed 
by the shadow of an elected body, whether 
parliament or parish council. Nor presumably 
will Signor Freda’s Field and Pasture Councils. 

Colonel Gadaffi has enjoyed the hero-worship 
of Nationalism Today for a while now. But two 
new figures are promoted to the podium of 
heroes. First, there is Captain Thomas Sankara, 
the recently assassinated ruler of Upper Volta. 
Sankara, it appears, espoused the sort of thing of 
which the “Third Positionists” of Nationalism 
Today approve: i.e. no parliament and lots of 
movements of the masses. As our shy authors put 
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it: “Although still at a very primitive stage of 
development and greatly hampered by limited 
resources, the Sankara regime was the nearest 
thing to a Third Positionist State in Black 
Africa’’. 

A black hero for the National Front - there’s 
been masses of movement, you might think. But 
note the patronising tone of a white Third 
Positionist about a darker than white: “still at a 
very primitive stage of development”. Good old 
Sankara - beta plus, for effort - but you can’t 
expect miracles, not to mention a deathless prose 
style, from a chap like that. 


Black heroes 


But this is the new look of racism in the National 
Front. Black heroes are well to the fore. In 
addition to Sankara, there’s also Louis 
Farrakhan, described in the current issue as “a 
God-send to all races and cultures”. But, claims 
Nationalism Today, Farrakhan did not invent 
black separatism. Step up onto the podium, the 
new unexpected and fully identified hero of the 
National Front: Marcus Garvey. Returning 
blacks to Africa was Garvey’s message, and 
Nationalism Today interprets this “as an 
important tool in the forging of the mono-racial 
Europe”. The article concludes: “Marcus Mosiah 
Garvey deserves the respect of all revolutionary 
nationalists, for he was doing for his people what 
we are doing for ours”. Readers are told to 
remember this every time they pass a Marcus 
Garvey Club in “an immigrant area’. 

Perhaps here is a further clue for the abolition 
of white hero worship. The sighing and weeping 
membership have paid in their subscriptions, in 
the expectation of a somewhat different view of 
Marcus Garvey, Colonel Gadaffi and the former 
president of Upper Volta. The editors of 
Nationalism Today with their pockets full with 
paid up subscriptions, and possibly with the 
dividends accruing from compliments paid, need 
a low profile. So they crouch behind one of Signor 
Franco Freda’s thorny hedges. 


Breakthrough for the Front? Not quite. See page 13 .... 


MORE MEDWAY MADNESS 


ONLY a year after the “bombs to local papers” 
fiasco which resulted in local National Front 
organiser Paul Johnson being sent to jail, nazis 
on the Medway seem to have dreamed up a new 
hare-brained scheme to win friends and influence 
people. 

It is . . . wait for it . . . a letter from “The 
Kleagle of the Kent Klavern” of the Ku Klux 
Klan. 

In this communique to the people of Kent, the 
white-sheeted crusaders call for total segregation 
of the races “so that we can avoid a bloody race 
war’’. 

With its long record of cross-burning, 
lynchings, rape and murder one could be 
forgiven for thinking that “race war” is precisely 
what the KKK believes in. 

Now, we are told that line has changed and that 
the aim is “to put at ease the coloured 
community.” A fact for which, no doubt, the 
“coloured community” will be eternally grateful. 

While the police, mindful of previous 
experiences, said they were taking the KKK letter 
seriously, local journalists went straight to the 
heart of the matter and collared the local 
organiser of the nazi National Front, Sid 
Campbell. 

He was quick to disown the Klan and said that 
their previous recruitment efforts had led to the 
deportation of a member to the USA ten years 
ago. 

What Campbell did not explain is that this 
new-fangled Klan policy is identical to revamped 
NF policies on race. He also did not explain that 
when NF members were last caught running 
round wearing hoods and waving guns, they, 
too, were roundly denounced by the NF. 

Then the man issuing the condemnation was 
Paul Johnson, the same man who was carrying 
a gun and wearing a hood — and sending bombs 
to local papers. 


a 


SUNDAY SPORT? RACIST 
RUBBISH, SPORT 


NATIVE Australians recently came under attack 
from the savages who publish the sex and sport 
rag Sunday Sport. 

In an astonishing editorial, this would-be 
newspaper which caters for the semi-literate, 
launched a violent verbal assault on Down 
Under’s aborigine people. 

Describing them as having a “bone in the nose’, 
the piece goes on to bleat that they should be 
“grateful” for the Royal Family. 

As the article goes on, it gets worse, calling the 
aborigines “tin-pot desert rats” with “limited 
education” and referring to “loud-mouthed Abo 
cavemen”’. 

Material like this is not far removed from the 
kind of racist filth touted by the back-street 
racists of the nazi National Front. 

But, perhaps, at last the Sunday Sport has 
found its true level...floating in the gutter on top 
of all the other racist slime. 


* * * 


Well, wouldn't you feel just a mite peeved if you'd just been fined £2,000 for obscene 


publications offences after selling death manuals? Timothy Danvers of the Soldier of Fortune 


shop certainly does. 


RAY’S HERE, THERE AND 
EVERYWHERE 


THERE is someting distinctly odd going on the 
in the cerebral regions of the ‘anonymous’ 
nincompoops — particularly Derek Holland — 
who presently edits National Front News for the 
pro-terrorist ‘Third Position’ faction of the NF. 
The latest instalment carries a bizarre claim that 
following their press release in response to the 
publication of Ray Hill’s The Other Face of 
Terror, they managed to scare the broadcasting 
media into a virtual blackout of the author and 
his book. This is a strange claim, considering 
that Ray did something in the region of two dozen 
separate radio interviews, all over the country, 
all of which were aired. They also claim darkly 
that they managed to ‘obtain’ a copy before 
publication — when it was actually at Ray’s own 
suggestion that the book’s publishers kindly sent 
Nationalism Today a review copy. And they claim 
that the book has bombed — which must come 
as something of a surpirse to the stock controllers 
at Grafton Books who have shifted thousands of 
copies already, and actually saw the book feature 
in the Top 30 best paperback sellers just after its 
appearance. Something in it has mightily upset 
young, dimple cheeked Mr Holland. We wonder 
what it could be. Tee hee. 


FOOLED BY ALIE 


A similar little bit of sleight of hand occurs on the 
front page of NFN which shows a large picture of 
one white chap and two blacks reading NFN 
beneath a headline which reads ‘Top Blacks back 
NF plan’. It goes on, ‘When NF News said that 
White nationalists and Black Separatists should 
co-operate in our common struggle against multi- 
racial tyranny, many people said it couldn’t 
happen. But as the picture shows it is happening 
already.’ 

It is only when you follow the instruction at the 
bottom to ‘turn to page 2’ that you discover that 
this is not actually happening in the racial 


homeland at all. The black chap in the 
photograph actually hails from Florida (they 
finally get round to telling us in the last 
paragraph) and is known by the thoroughly 
progressive and democratic title of ‘Chief Elder 
Osiris Akkebala’ who opposes ‘integration in any 
form’ and prohibits his followers from engaging 
in ‘any act of miscegenation.’ Well, after meeting 
the Front who can blame him? 


* * * 


GEORGE’S BARMY ARMY 


BRISTOL nazi Colin George has been suspended 
from the National Front for letting the cat out of 
the bag about plans for a “private army”. 

George, a 6 feet 2 inches tall bonehead got the 
boot after blurting out “sensitive” information to 
a Bristol Journal reporter investigating fascist 
activity in the city. 

For having a loose mouth, the National Front 

banned him from their circles for a month. 

To add to his troubles, Bristol council has 
threatened George with eviction from his council 
flat for displaying a racially offensive poster. 


ae * 


CHEQUE, MATE 


NO matter how hard you try there is always 
some little runt trying to undermine your efforts. 
Latest in a series of unpleasant little rumour 
mongoring campaigns against this journal is one 
currently being conducted by former Militant 
group press officer, now TV ‘researcher’, Pat 
Edlin, who is busy repeating to anyone who’ll 
listen that Searchlight is in the pay of MI5. We 
have just two things to say to Mr Edlin. First we 
are still waiting for him to settle his debts to us 
incurred three years ago, when he took away 
numerous copies of the magazine for his own 
purposes and then repeatedly bounced a cheque 
for over £70. Secondly, we are still curious to 
know how a briefcase, stolen from a voluntary 
helper of Searchlight in a pub close to a certain 
West End ‘government building’, came to find its 
way into Mr Edlin’s possession. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 


THIRD REICH FILES 
HAVE DISAPPEARED 


During Chancellor Kohl’s recent visit 
to Czechoslovakia, he visited a survivor 
of the Nazi-destroyed village Lidice. 
And finally, after very much 
opposition, the rather right-wing 
administration of Bavaria (home of the 
radical right in the FRG) agreed to the 
creation of an international youth 
meeting place at Dachau. 

On the surface, the policy of the West 
German government is clearly anti- 
Nazi, but on closer examination things 
are not quite so rosy. 

One of the main stories in the last few 
weeks has been the ‘disappearance’ of 
80,000 files from the main document centre 
concerning Third Reich personnel. The 
archive contains over 100 _ million 
documents from the Nazi era including 
details of 10.7 million party members of the 
NSDAP. 

This centre in West Berlin has been run 
since the 1940s by the United States. Now 
it seems that the Bonn government has 
known since 1982 that files have 
disappeared. The controversy brought to 
light the curious manoeuvres of successive 
governments; expressed simply, they have 
ensured that as little has been done about 
the contents of the files as possible. 

The West German government has for 
the last 20 years consistently failed to take 
over the administration of the centre. An 
article by Karl-Heinz Hansen (who later 
broke away from the SPD) details the 
ever-changing excuses given by the then 
SPD government in reply to Hansen’s 
questions in the German parliament. 

In 1971, it was the problem of the ‘status 
of Berlin’; in 1972, the ‘surveillance and 
the rules concerning the users’; in 1973 
‘unresolved technical problems’; in 1974, 
‘budget problems . . . questions of security 
against violent attacks’. When in 1978, 
Hansen tired of all the prevarications 
declared openly in Parliament that the 
Government were trying to cover up for 
the ex-Nazis, the SPD passed a motion 
rebuking him. 

Why? Because they relate to former 
Nazis who are still prominent in civil life, 
although now a fading generation. This fits 
with the scene described by Tom Bower in 
his book ‘Blind Eye to Murder’ which 
documents the failure of the de- 
nazification policy: very few Nazis were 
prosecuted after the Allied victory. 
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What is clear is that it is very hard for 
anyone to obtain access to the centre. 
However, a prominent anti-fascist here 
said that those described in the files were 
allowed access, and removed the 
documents by themselves. The file of 
former West German President George 
Kiesinger is one of those which 
disappeared. 

One of the possible motives for the 
absence of the data has been given as 
blackmail. A Berlin paper which scooped 
the story claimed that prominent ex-Nazis 
have been blackmailed for as much as £6 
million. If this were so, which the police 
deny, it would show just how hot the files 
still are, contrary to the official line on the 
German past. What seems likely that until 
the last ex-Nazi mentioned in the files dies, 
the Archive is unlikely to be taken over 
by the government. 

A recent survey carried out nation-wide 
by the Allensbach Survey Institute has 
caused some dismay. 6% of the German 
population openly display anti-semitism; 
10-15% showed marked prejudice against 
Jews, and a further 15-20% clearly tended 
in that direction without overtly declaring 
it. The same survey found that 68% of the 
population would prefer it if schools taught 
no more on the subject of the Third Reich. 

A survey by the Max Planck Institute 
found that 50% of school attenders are in 
favour of a complete ban on immigration. 

It is against this background that there 
has recently been an increase of neo-Nazi 
activity in schools, activities which are, 
however, often hushed up. 


German 
Chancellor greets 
pro-nazi 
magazine 


Recently the pages of the West German 
neo-nazi publication, Mut (Courage), were 
graced by a letter from the West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohli. In it he describes 
himself as a regular reader and praises the 
articles written by the publisher, 
Kaltenbrunner. He says he reads them 
“often with much sympathy and 
agreement”. He goes on to say that he 


would very much welcome it if “we could 
openly speak out about these matters”. 

What “these matters” are can only be 
judged by the fact that until 1984 the 
publication was listed by the West German 
security services as of the extreme right 
wing. In 1979 the publisher was indicted 
for racial incitement for publishing an 
article on the extermination of the Jews. 

Searchlight readers who have followed 
the fortunes of Column 88 boss Leslie Lutz 
Vaughan may recall that Mut was one of 
his key European contact points. Mut has 
a large readership in Austria as well as in 
West Germany. 

Chancellor Kohl’s letter is seen by many 
political observers in West Germany as 
signalling a speeding up of the process of 
sanitising the neo-nazis. 


Neo-nazi group hit 


Police in West Germany launched a 
massive swoop on neo-nazis last month. 
In one of the biggest ever operations of 


Kuhnen followers dressed up for the 
occasion 


its kind, over 600 police raided fascist 
homes and premises in 60 towns, arresting 
four leaders and seizing vast quantities of 
documents and other material. 

The raids on a group called “The 
Movement” came the day after extremist 
leader Michael Kuhnen was freed from jail 
after serving 40 months for “spreading 
national socialist propaganda”. 


Amongst the material taken away were 
said to be dozens of computer discs listing 
the names of hundreds of nazi militants and 
their network of contacts. 

According to police chiefs in Stuttgart, 
“The Movement” is the successor to 
Kuhnen’s National Socialist Action Front 
which was formally outlawed in May 1986. 

The same spokesman estimated current 
strength of the nazi movement in the 
Federal Republic at “around 25,000”. 


German anti-nazis 
on the march 


German anti-fascists started 1988 on an 
active note. On 30 January over 4,000 
anti-fascists marched in Dusseldorf against 
neo-nazi organisations in the Federal 
Republic. Although smaller by about 1,000 
than a similar march in Duisburg in June 
1986, the Dusseldorf march was notable in 
that it took place against a background of 


lost hopes with regard to the SPD attitude 
towards the neo-nazis. The North Rhine 
Westphalia state government, contrary to 
expectations, shows no sign of cracking 
down on the neo-nazis. 

The march went past the Dusseldorf 
Industry Club where in the 1930s, just 
before he took power, Hitler met leading 
German industrialists to ensure the 
financial backing of the NSDAP. 

Speakers pointed out that under allied 
laws introduced after world war two, nazi 
parties are forbidden, as is all nationalistic 
and nazi propaganda. But while the anti- 
nazis marched in_ Dusseldorf, the 
authorites allowed the FAP, under its 
leader “SS Siggy” Borchard, to parade 
through the streets of Essen. Police looked 
on as the fascists marched in columns of 
three, handing out leaflets campaigning 
against giving votes to residents of non 
German origin. Critics of the social 
democratic administration say the issue is 
not one of forbidding such activities but of 
upholding the country’s constitution. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Far right rally 


Five thousand attended a recent Pretoria 
rally of the neo-fascist Afrikaner 
Weerstansbeweging (AWB) at which the 
ANC flag was burned and a call made for 
the partition of South Africa and the 
creation of a white state. In such a state, its 
leader, Eugene Terreblanche, declared ‘we 
will govern ourselves with our superior 
genes’. The AWB, he also stated, would 
have to train for the time when the 
government would surrender to the blacks 


and the movement would take power by 
force. The organisation, whose symbol 
closely resembles a swastika, allegedly has 
five members in the ranks of Conservative 
MPs, the official white South African 
opposition. 

In two by-elections shortly afterwards, 
the Conservative Party held the seats 
against the ruling National Party with 
increased majorities. The results have led 
commentators to suggest that earlier 
beliefs that Conservative support was 
limited to marginal sections of the white 
population is no longer true. 


USA 


Murder charges 
over nazi arson 


Members of the White Patriot Party have 
been indicted for murder following the 
shooting of five men in a North Carolina 
‘adult’ bookstore and its arson. Three of 
the men died and it is alleged that the 
White Patriot members, remnants of the 
formally dissolved racist group, believed 
that the store was a gay meeting place and 
they were avenging ‘Yahweh on 
homosexuals’. 

In Arkansas, 15 racists from groups 
including the Ku Klux Klan, Aryan 
Nations and the National Alliance are 
facing trial for seditious conspiracy. They 
include Richard Butler, Robert Miles and 
Louis Beam, leading figures on the far 
right, and testimony will be given by 
former activists on the right including 
James Ellison, leader of the paramilitary 
group the Covenant, Sword and Arm of 
the Lord. The charges allege that the 
fifteen conspired to ‘overthrow by force the 
government of the United States’. 

According to recent issues of The 
Monitor, the American §anti-fascist 
magazine, between 15,000 and 20,000 
people are active in the racist movement 
while about 150,000 are sympathisers. The 


most important focus for the racist 
movement, they report, is the Spotlight, 
the Liberty Lobby’s weekly, which has 
110,000 subscribers and 50,000 other sales. 
This figure, says The Monitor, represents 
a fall from the early 1980s when the 
Spotlight had a constituency, since lost, 
among extreme conservatives. Elsewhere 
on the far right, the Invisible Empire 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan is developing 
links with other Klan factions while the 
most dynamic racist leader in recent 
months has been Tom Metzger, former 
Klan Grand Dragon and head of White 
Aryan Resistance. Metzger, who favours 
partitioning the United States and holding 
the western section as a “White American 
Bastion’, is both developing a skinhead 
following and utilising cable television and 
has not been involved in the recent 
Arkansas indictment. Politically, he 
favours a so-called ‘Third Position’ radical 
stance, similar to the British NF, and 
describes his organisation as ‘dedicated to 
the White working people, the farmers, the 
White poor... Our problem is with 
monopoly capitalism.’ At the beginning of 
February, a picket protested at his 
appearance on a phone-in at the University 
of California’s campus radio station. 
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CANADA 


Revisionist trial 


A second trial of the revisionist publisher 
Ernst Zundel has opened in Toronto. 
Zundel, who distributed Richard 
Harwood’s pamphlet, Did Six Million 
Really Die?, which claims the Holocaust 
never happened, has been charged with 
spreading false news likely to damage the 
public interest. His conviction at a previous 
trial of spreading false news likely to cause 
racial conflict, was overturned on appeal. 


DENMARK 


Ravings of a 
deranged fuhrer 


Denmark’s would be fihrer Poul Heinrich 
Riis-Knudsen, leader of the Danish 
National Socialist Movement (DNSB), 
recently revealed what the future has in 
store if his party ever comes into power. 
At 39, Riis-Knudsen is the undisputed 
leader of Danish nazis as well as a key 
figure in the international nazi network of 
the World Union of National Socialists 
(WUNS). A German language teacher at 
the Aalborg high school, Riis-Knudsen has 
often been subject to controversy for trying 
to vindicate wartime Danish 
collaborationists, among them allegedly 
members of his family. His party, the 
DNSB, holds white supremacist and 
openly anti-semitic ideas. Riis-Knudsen’s 


Poul Riis-Knudsen 


pipe dreams of racial purity were unfolded 
to Scandinavian viewers in a recent Danish 
television interview. 

According to their own statements, the 
DNSB is rapidly gaining new recruits on 
the question of immigration and during the 
past three years the party has been able to 
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open local branches in eight towns outside 
their headquarters in Aalborg. Although 
they do not expect to win, the DNSB will 
run in next years national elections for the 
first time. ‘However’, Riis-Knudsen told 
journalists, ‘we are bound to take power 
sooner or later, and when we do foreigners 
will be quickly repatriated and those who 
have invited them here — the present state 
leadership — will be heavily punished for 
selling out our country. 

‘Adopted non-white children who may 
have spent all their life in Denmark will 
be allowed to remain. However, they will 
not be allowed to have children. To ensure 
this does not happen, the children will be 
subject to compulsory sterilization.’ 

There was yet more to come. On the 
question of democracy  Riis-Knudsen 
outlined his ambitions with astonishing 
frankness: 

‘The National Socialist cause is so 
fundamentally true that when we are in 
power there will be no opposition, except 
from a few mentally disturbed individuals. 

‘Such opponents will be considered 
criminally insane and therefore isolated 
from the rest of society.‘ 

He went on to explain that while the 
DNSB_ does not use the word 
‘concentration camps’ (‘we like to think of 
it as labour camps’) such institutions would 
be part and parcel of the new order. 

The interview with Riis-Knudsen, part 
of a documentary called “Nazis on the 
move” by TV-journalist Gert Hansen, has 
been subject to heavy criticism and was 
subsequently banned from being 
transmitted on Danish TV. 

While revealing and probably unique — 
the film crew has gained access to internal 
party meetings — critics point out that it 
did little to expose nazi links to terror and 
street violence. Though probably well 
meaning, it was uncritical and gave the 
likes of Riis-Knudsen an opportunity to 
broadcast pure nazi propoganda. 


Auschwitz 
apologist to be 
expelled from 
Denmark 


Former Auschwitz SS Sonderfuhrer Thies 
Christopherson, author of a book and a 
number of articles in which he has 
described the mass murder of millions as a 
Jewish lie, is to be deported to West 
Germany where he faces charges under the 
West Germany constitution. 

The decision to deport him comes after a 
heated international political row. At first 
Denmark refused to hand him over on the 
grounds that the two _ countries, as 
members of the European Community, 
could not hand over a person wanted for 
offences of a political nature. 
Christopherson had exacerbated his own 
situation by appearing on Danish television 
where he stated: “all that about gas 
chambers never happened”. The former 
Sonderfuhrer claims he only “tended 
plants” at the extermination camp. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@® BIRMINGHAM 


Birmingham City Council has been accused of 
having an appalling record on consulting ethnic 
minority groups. Three voluntary organisations, 
the Afro-Carribean Teachers Association, All 
Faiths for One Race, and Community Networks, 
have produced a report calling for greater 
consultation over the use of “Section 11” money. 
This is provided by the Home Office and is 
intended to benefit members of the New 
Commonwealth community. The report, which 
follows a conference attended by 40 ethnic 
minority organisations, claims that more than 
40 Section 11 posts in the city’s education 
department were found to be in all white schools 
and in some cases, schools which have closed. 
Councillor Dick Knowles, leader of the Labour 
Council, has strenuously denied the allegations. 
He has accused Dr Lesley Siriwadena, principal 
officer with the Community Relations Council, 
of having:- “done more harm to race relations 
and the fact of a multi-racial city than almost any 
other person has done for some_ time.” 
(Birmingham Evening Mail 19.2.88, 20.2.88) 


@ BIRMINGHAM MONITORING 


A black community leader has claimed that 
dozens of racial attacks in Birmingham are going 
unreported. Steve Batchelor, chairman of the 
independent Birmingham’ Racial Attack 
Monitoring Unit, said black and Asian people 
lacked confidence in the police. Records of 
attacks and harassment will be passed to the 
police and other authorities. 

Birmingham police say that their race attack 
hotline, established six months ago, has suffered 
from people making obscene comments about 
police officers, although some valid calls have 
been received. (Birmingham Evening Mail 
21.1.88, 17.2.88) 


@ NO CONFIDENCE IN POLICE 


Victims of racial attack in Redbridge are failing 
to report the attacks to the police. The number 
of incidents of attack and harassment reported 
to the police in 1987 were much lower than 1986, 
but community workers believe that most attacks 
go unreported. A Racial Harassment Guide, in 
English and five Asian languages is to be 
delivered to every home. It gives advice on how 
to report racial incidents (New Life 12.2.88). 


@ TORY COUNCILLOR’S RACIST “JOKE” 


A Conservative Councillor in Greenwich said 
“Why don’t they go home?” in front of a group 
of Muslims. Councillor Derek Richards, who 
made the comment at a community affairs 
committee meeting, later apologised and said it 
was a private joke between him and another 
Conservative. Labour Councillors are calling on 
him to resign. (South London Press 19.1.88) 


@ THUG ON WHEELS 


An Asian man in Seven Kings, Redbridge, was 
beaten up by a motorist who had pulled up in 
front of his car on February 6. The middle aged 
Asian man was abused and then kicked in the 
face and head by a white man who had leapt from 
a Marina car. Two men stopped to help the 
victim. (Redbridge Yellow Advertiser 12.2.88) 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 


discussed. 


DISASTER LOOMS 


FOR BLACK COMMUNITY 


Last month CARF examined the effects 
which the poll tax would have on the 
black community and poor people 
generally. Here we examine the 
Housing Bill, expected to become law 
this summer, which promises one of the 
most radical shake-ups in the rented 
sector and bodes ill for the rights of 
tenants. What the precise effects of 
these changes will be, and their impact 
on the black community and the poor, 
is explored below. 

No one can deny that there is a housing 
crisis in Britain. Lack of investment in 
public housing means fewer homes are 
built or renovated. The number of houses 
and flats councils are able to let to new 
tenants has fallen by 40% since 1981, and 
councils now accept twice as many 
homeless people as they did in 1979 - in 
London alone 8,000 households live in bed 
and breakfast accommodation. The 
government proposals contained in the 


Housing Bill do nothing to address these 
problems. 


Council housing 


Council housing began in the early part of 
this century, intended for all those who 
could not afford to rent or buy in the 
private sector. Under the Housing Bill, 
‘There will no longer be the presumption 
that the local authority should take direct 
action to meet new or existing {housing} 
demands’. 

The stated aim of the government is to 
‘break up’ council estates and diversify 
ownership. This will be done in two ways: 
via the ‘Pick a landlord’ scheme and 
through new agencies, to be known as 
housing action trusts. Advocated on the 
basis of offering ‘freedom of choice’, both 
methods will, in fact, reduce rather than 
increase the choice of tenants. 

Under the ‘Pick a landlord’ scheme, 
council houses can be transferred to a 
private company or housing association. 
Once it has been proposed by some tenants 
on an estate, others will only be able to 
block the transfer by mobilising over 50% 
of those entitled to vote against it. Once a 
transfer has happened, tenants cannot 


revert to their original landlord, or move 
on to another. There is no guarantee that 
the new landlords will not increase the 
rents, in fact it seems likely that they will, 
to improve the return on their investment. 
Estates transferring to  non-council 
landlords will also move outside the scope 
of any racial harassment policy the local 
authority might have had. Whether or not 
protection is provided for black families 
who are the victims of racial attack, 
whether they are offered alternative 
housing or whether the racist tenants are 
evicted will be at their discretion of the new 
management. 

Another means by which local authorities 
will lose control over their housing stock 
is via Housing Action Trusts (HATs). In 
certain inner-city areas where the 
government considers housing problems 
to be acute, the management of run-down 
estates will be given over to HATs. These 
will be imposed on tenants by the 
Government and run by boards appointed 
by the Secretary of State - neither the 
tenants nor the local authority will be able 
to oppose their creation. HATs will 
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renovate the houses and sell them to 
private landlords. As with the ‘Pick a 
Landlord’ scheme, tenants are likely to 
face higher rents as improvements are 
carried out; nor are HATs obliged to have 
a racial harassment policy or ensure 
fairness in their allocation of empty houses. 
Black local authority tenants are already 
housed in the worst of council housing 
whatever the council’s politics, and HATs, 
beyond all local control and accountability, 
would seem likely to continue this pattern 
of discrimination 

The consequences of handing over 
council housing, either to new landlords 
or HATs, will affect black people 
disproportionately and in particular ways. 
As well as the problem of racial 
harassment, the black community also 
faces a greater degree of homelessness. In 
Greater London, 32-40% of the homeless 
are black. Neither the new landlords nor 
the HATs will have any responsibility for 
the homeless. This will still rest with the 
council, though the new measures will 
reduce the number of homes it has 
available for this purpose. Fewer houses 
also means the council will have less money 
coming in from rents (though it may still 
be paying interest on the original loans 
taken out to build the properties). 
Obviously, it will have less money for 
maintenance and improvements. 


Homelessness has been a major point of 
entry of black people into council housing. 
Fewer council homes will inevitably lead 
to a growing number of people with no 
where to go but the streets. A recent report 
by the London Housing Unit states: “The 
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lack of solutions to homelessness directly 
and disproportionately affects black 
people. They will suffer acutely all the 
projected difficulties of longer stays in 
temporary accommodation — a poor 
standard and highly insecure form of 
accommodation. The link between lack of 
a permanent home and lack of job security 
will deepen the problems of unemployment 
among black people.” 


Private rented sector 


While only 10% of the population live in 
this sector, it has within it some of the 
poorest households of all. A recent survey 
in London classed 40% of those in private 
rented accommodation as living in poor or 
very poor conditions. 60% had an annual 
income of less than £6,500, and one in 
twenty households — in particular black 
people, single women and the unemployed 
— had experienced some form of 
harassment. 

The goverment aims to increase the 
supply of privately rented accommodation 
by introducing new forms of tenancies 
which, it claims, will make it more 
attractive to landlords to rent. Basically, 
the proposed measures will allow landlords 
to increase rents and make it easier for 
them to get rid of unwanted tenants. It will 
also result in tenants paying more and 
having less security. But it is unlikely to 
increase the amount of property available 
for rent. When the 1957 Rent Act removed 
controls, it made it easier for landlords to 
evict tenants, and the number of properties 
withdrawn from the rented sector actually 


increased from 160,000 to 250,000 a year. 
With house prices so high the attraction of 
throwing out tenants to sell properties is 
even greater now than it was then. 

At the moment there are certain housing 
standards that private landlords have to 
maintain. In practice, these standards are 
frequently ignored, but at least they offer 
some minimum protection to tenants. 
Under the Housing Bill many of these 
rights are to be weakened, if not removed 
altogether. Some repair grants, for 
example, which are automatically given to 
landlords, are to be abolished and it may 
no longer be necessary to provide either 
an internal toilet or cooking facilities. 

Racial discrimination in the private sector 
has always been rife. Private landlords 
have always had the freedom, in practice, 
to offer black people the most expensive 
and run-down housing, or to refuse to let 
to them altogether. The proposals 
contained in the Housing Bill will enhance 
these freedoms. Those who do let to black 
people will be able to charge them higher 
rents (already black tenants pay on average 
£30 a month more than white tenants in the 


private rented sector) and _ negotiate 
tenancies which give little security. 
Increased powers of eviction — for 


example, for being behind with the rent, 
or even consistently late in paying — can 
easily be used by racist landlords who want 
to get rid of black tenants. 

Yet because of the squeeze on council 
housing and because private rented 
accommodation is likely to become even 
more expensive and difficult to find, black 
tenants are going to be even more at the 


mercy of their landlords. 


Housing associations 


In an attempt to answer criticism, the 
government has suggested that housing 
associations could play a bigger role in 
providing rented housing and take over 
some of the council estates. But housing 
associations are in no position to take on 
such a huge task. As Tim Coulter, Chair 
of the National Federation of Housing 
Associations, put it: ‘The flea is being 
asked to swallow the cat.’ Even if this was 
not the case, housing associations are not 
going to be able to provide houses at the 
relatively low rents they do now. These 
have been possible because of grants, 
which are now to be cut considerably under 
the new legislation. To make up for this 
loss, it has been estimated that housing 
associations would have to increase rents 
by about two-thirds. 

What little research has been done about 
black housing association tenants tends to 
suggest that, like local authority tenants, 
they are often allocated the worst housing. 
Whilst some housing associations have 
begun to tackle this problem, future 
financial restrictions may result in the 
abandonment of these policies as they will 
have to concentrate on housing those who 
can pay the new rents. 

The proposals contained in the Housing 
Bill will compound all the chronic problems 
associated with rented housing. It is 
inevitable that housing conditions for those 
already at the bottom of the housing ladder 
will worsen and the number of homeless 
will continue to grow. 


Anti-racist education pilot 
scheme bites dust 


With very little fuss and virtually no 
national protest the prototype for anti- 
racist education in Britain - the policy 
devised by Berkshire County Council 
-has bitten the dust. 

Introduced in 1983, it was the first policy 
to move beyond multiculturalism and 
suggest ways to ‘unlearn and dismantle 
racism’. And it was to inform the ILEA 
policy documents on ‘Race, Class and Sex’ 
introduced during Frances Morrell’s reign. 

The Berkshire statement was neither a 
revolutionary document nor a black power 
thesis. But along with the ILEA’s 
documents and the materials produced by 
the Institute of Race Relations to counter 
racism, it became a target for the New 
Right. In the Salisbury Review and later in 
the book, Anti-racism: an assault on 
education and _ value, the three 
organisations have been _ consistently 
attacked for themselves being racist, for 
ignoring the cultural element in 
underachievement and for _ generally 
blurring meanings and confusing strategies. 

With the ILEA up for abolition, it was 
perhaps inevitable that at the first 
opportunity Berkshire’s none too radical 
authority would run for anti-anti-racist 
cover. But where is the protest in the 
educational field? Are we so inured to 
attacks from the Right that we accept the 
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national curriculum ethos even before we 
have to? For what does the step back in 
Berkshire represent if not intimations of 
things to come? 


From victim to ‘criminal’ 


In January 1987 Trevor Monerville 
disappeared. His anxious family enquired 
at Stoke Newington police station several 
times over the next two or three days: he 
had, they said, not been seen by them. But 
when Trevor was eventually discovered, 
severely bruised all over and with head 
injuries, he was in the hospital wing of 
Brixton Prison, and had been with the Stoke 
Newington Police almost from the time of 
his disappearance. 

Ever since then his family has been trying 
to discover how it was that after his 
detention by Stoke Newington Police Trevor 
needed brain surgery. First they made an 
official complaint to police. But, losing faith 
in the complaints system, they withdrew the 
complaint and instructed solicitors to sue 
the police instead. They recently served a 
summons on the City and Hackney Health 
Authority to obtain hospital medical 
records which they hope will bring them 
closer to finding out how Trevor sustained 
his injuries. Meanwhile, the Police 
Complaints Authority have been pursuing 
the family to force them to hand over 
independent medical reports on Trevor’s 
injuries. In November 1987, they 
threatened to take the family to court. 
Then, at the end of November, Trevor was 
arrested again, by Hackney police. He was 


detained for almost 36 hours and according 
to him and his cousin, arrested with him, 
was beaten on arrest. He was charged with 
eleven offences, all serious ones — 
attempted robbery, assault, grievous bodily 
harm — all allegedly committed on the 
night of his arrest. The campaign around 
his case is convinced that the November 
arrest and charges are an attempt to 
criminalise and discredit Trevor before his 
civil action against the police. 

Despite strenuous police objections Trevor 
was granted bail. Since then he has been 
picked up by police several times — the last 
time, at the beginning of March, officers 
came to his home and arrested him for not 
being at the address he gave to the court. 
They subsequently apologised and claimed 
it was a misunderstanding; since the public 
campaign fought on his behalf over his 
detention in January 1987 there have been 
a great many such ‘misunderstandings’, say 
his family. 

Now the Trevor Monerville Campaign is 
planning, together with other local groups, 
to set up a Hackney Defence Campaign. 
This new body will monitor police 
behaviour on a continuous basis, and 
provide support for victims of repressive 
policing and racial harassment. 

For further information on the campaign, 


contact the Trevor Monerville Campaign, 
50 Rectory Road, London N16. Donations 
are also very welcome. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


The Radical Right: 


a world directory 
by Ciaran O Maolain 


Longman, November 1987 
ix + 500 pages, inc. 7,000-entry index. 
(ISBN 0 582 90270 3) 
Also published in the United States by 
ABC-Clio 
(ISBN 0 87436 514 7) 


A completely new reference guide to 3,000 
ultra-conservative, neo-fascist, racist and 
extreme nationalist groups in 86 countries. 


“A truly monumental feat . . . copious detail . 

fascinating . . . should be o on the shelves of any 

anti-racist and anti-fascist researcher . 
(Searchlight) 


Available from the publishers, from any 
boorkshop or direct from the author: 
Ciaran O Maolain, 37 Thomas Street, Armagh 
BT61 7QB, Ireland. 

Price £50 (includes postage); please mention 
Searchlight when ordering. 
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area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


RACIST ATTACKS 


Arson attack on cancer victim 


Ex-model Webster Thomas, who suffers from 
lymph cancer had to be helped from his home in 
Leytonstone, east London, after an arson attack. 
Although the police say they are keeping an ‘open 
mind’ on the motive for the attack, a neighbour 
of Mr Thomas confirmed that he had already 
suffered abuse from a _ ‘well-known 
troublemaker’ who has been reported to the 
police several times for racist abuse. (Voice 
23.2.88.) 


Life-support teenager makes full recovery 


An Asian teenager, so badly injured in an attack 
that doctors wanted to switch off his life-support 
machine, has made a full recovery. Doctors put 
off their agonising decision until the boy’s father 
arrived from India: during the delay the boy 
began to recover. Doraj Asgor, who was stabbed 
three times, smashed over the head with a bottle, 
punched and then kicked unconscious, is bitter 
about what he describes as the lenient sentences 
handed out to his attackers - which range from 
two to six years’ imprisonment. (Daily Telegraph 
15.2.88.) 


Asian lawyers’ action on race attacks 


Asian lawyers are to form a free prosecution 
service for victims of racist attacks because of the 
failure of the Crown Prosecution Service to 
prosecute in a series of recent cases. So far 60 
lawyers have agreed to participate and the group 
plans to set up their own offices and to seek 
funding from community groups and charities. 
(Guardian 15.2.88.) 


Racist tenants face crack down 


Waltham Forest Council, east London, say they 
will tighten up existing legislation to protect 
victims of racist attacks. The Council already has 
a policy of evicting racist tenants but only one 
attempted eviction took place last year despite 
numerous complaints from black tenants. 
(Waltham Forest Guardian 4.3.88.) 


POLICE 


Anger over police raid 


A raid by 150 police officers - some in riot gear 
-on a party in Longsight, Manchester, has led to 
accusations that police are using inner-city areas 
as training grounds for riot squads. Cllr. Tony 
McArdle expressed concern that it sometimes 
took police up to an hour to respond to reported 
burglaries: if the raid on the party was a training 
exercise then scores of officers must have been 
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withdrawn from other areas to take part. 
(Manchester Evening News 22.2.88.) 


Churches criticised over McCurbin anniversary 


The Black Community Action Group have 
criticised black church leaders in 
Wolverhampton for their lack of action over the 
death of Clinton McCurbin, who died last year 
outside a clothes shop during a struggle with 
police. A series of events last month marked the 
anniversary of McCurbin’s death but family and 
friends said local church leaders had stayed out 
of the incident and had passed judgement on 
McCurbin instead. (Caribbean Times 4.3.88.) 


Yard’s £100,000 war against racist attacks 


Scotland Yard has launched a new initiative 
against racist attacks in London, pinpointing two 
pilot areas - Redbridge and Tower Hamlets. A 
52-page action guide, which is being printed in 
six languages, gives information on the law, and 
practical advice on personal safety. There will 
also be posters and local advertisements. 
Commissioner Peter Imbert said that only 
‘responsible co-operation’ can produce results in 
clamping down on racial harrassment. (London 
Evening Standard 29.2.88.) 


MP calls for inquiry into police ‘brutality’ 


Tottenham MP Bernie Grant is calling for a full 
inquiry into four more cases of alleged police 
brutality, following complaints that two partially 
deaf black teenagers were ridiculed and one 
assaulted by local police. Mr Grant would not 
give details of the new cases but they deal with 
alleged assaults by police. 

The two boys, aged 13 were arrested on the 
street on suspicion of attempted burglary. They 
say they were humiliated, ridiculed and kept in 
separate cells for some time before teachers were 
called to the police station. One boy claims he 
was hit in the police car and again at the police 
station by the same officer, who pulled his hair, 
his ear and grabbed him round the throat. 
(Hornsey Journal 26.2.88.) 


IMMIGRATION 


Sanctuary girl can stay 


13 year-old Salema Begum, who took sanctuary 
in a Manchester church to avoid deportation, has 


been given permission to stay permanently in 
Britain. Genetic fingerprint tests proved she was 
indeed the daughter of the couple who claimed 
to be her parents. (Guardian 16.2.88.) 


DISCRIMINATION 


Black prisoner gets race bias award 


A black prisoner has won more than £600 
compensation against the Home Office for racial 
discrimination. The Court of Appeal increased 
from £68 to £622 a county court award because 
of ‘hurt feelings’ as a result of discrimination, 
plus interest and a sum for loss of earnings in 
gaol. John Alexander was not given the chance 
to work in the prison’s kitchen because he was 
black. The induction report on him from 
Parkhurst prison said . . . ‘He shows the 
anti-authoritarian arrogance that seems to be 
common in most coloured inmates.’ (Guardian 
13.2.88.) 


Orchestra accused of racism 


A Hungarian-born Jewish cellist, sacked by the 
English National Opera, claims there is 
discrimination against black and foreign players 
in the orchestra. She was dismissed because she 
slapped another cellist on the wrist to shut her 
up because she was abusing her. Miss Agnes 
Kory said she had often encountered and 
complained about the treatment of black and 
foreign players. The ENO management denies 
her accusations and has offered her an ex gratia 
payment of £10,000 which she has refused. Miss 
Kory said other players frequently read racist 
literature, and that three black players in the 
orchestra who suffered racist treatment were 
demoted. One of them threatened the orchestra 
with action under the Race Relations Act but the 
ENO backed down from an industrial tribunal. 
(Guardian 26.2.88.) 


DES monitors students 


Following pressure from the CRE, which 
discovered that St George’s Medical school 
deliberately downgraded applications from black 
and female applicants, the Department of 
Education and Science is to monitor the numbers 
of black students in polytechnics and colleges of 
further education. The scheme will be extended 
to universities shortly. (Guardian 26.2.88.) 


JOIN ANTI-FASCIST ACTION 


O 1 would like to join AFA. Please send me details of 
membership, affiliation and more information on AFA’s 


work. 


O 1 would like to make a donation to AFA’s fighting fund. 


lenclose 


/Please send me a bankers’ order form. 


Send to: AFA, PO Box 273, Forest Gate, London E7. 


